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Moscow Fropagands Treatment of Jordan snd METO

Moscow mounted s considersble propagsnds barrage(directed mostly
to Near Eastern sudiences) on the occasion of the meeting of the Baghdad
vPaet, (MEIG) powvers in nd on 21 November and culminating with the
coviet note to Iren on 26 November. Moscow's main and consistent line

Seghdsd Pact is that the countries of the Fear East are victims of

US and British pressure. 7The consequences of joining the Pact will be
economic distress (the fall of the Menderes cebinet is clted us & case
in peint) and loss of sovereignty. The Fact is alleged to be directed
wt the Soviet Union and Arab countries, notably Egypt, and 1s intended
to create discord emong Arab countries. Along with the usual sympathy
for the oppressed peoples, protestations of a deaire for friendship
and pormal relations between the USSR and the concerned countries have
been persistently voiced and there have peen no attacks on the leader-
ghilp of these countries (with the clear exception of Irsq).

Hew lmpetus wus given to propaganas on NESO with the growing
{mminence of the possibility of Jordan's acceding to the Pact. In
sddition to the home sullience, & widespread forelgn andience is kepl
informed about Moscow version of the development of negotistions in
Jordan, presumably as a backlog for treeting the success or fallure of
Hestern negotietions with Jordan. The news and oxmentary are focuped
around Geperal Templer's visit to Jordan (recognized by Moscow on

11 December). The propagsnds line followed adds nothing to that des-
crived above, except that Templer is alleged o be pressuring Jordan
to join the Pact in exchange for concesslons in the Anglo-Jordanisn
treaty.

Popular demonstraticns are elleged to have taken place on 16 Dec~
ember in Jordan in protest sgainst Jordan's intention to Join the Paect.
They are reported to the home aundience, to Burope by TABS in Russian,
snd in Turkish. '

The USSR's concern over the situation in Jordan is reflected in
the unusual stitention to Jordsn during the past week, in whick four
commentaries arve devoted to Jordan (but not all in Arsbic), as campared
4o none exclusively on Jordan in 1955.

That Moseow may initially have expected Jordan's accession to the
Pact is indicated by the fact that on 13 December in a bome newscast it
cited AFP (Frenmch Prees Agency) as reporting that Jordan had actuslly
joined the Pact, and by the fact that Prime Minister Al-Majall, who
Formed the new government in Jordan, wes described as being in favor of
the Pact. HNo Moscow reaction has been received as of 20 December on
Al-dMajeli's resignation.

The ¥act thet Moscow's news reporting uniformly caxries s foreign
(usually Arsb) dateline or explicitly cites foreign sources, and that
copmentary also relies on Toreign press reports indicates that Moscow
propagandists (much lese officials) do not take responsibility for views
on the Jordan situation, possibly reflecting uncertainty in Moscow official-
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